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B ROOKLYN  AQUAR IUM SOCIETY
CALENDAR OF EVENTS ~ 2018

2018
AN 12  Joe Uaru - King of DYI ~ My Aquarium Gallery The Untold Story ~ 

FEB 9  John Coppolino - Building my dream system - 1300-gallon SPS display ~ 

MAR 9  Nathaniel Curtis, ZooMed - The Science Behind the Spectrum ~

APR. 13 Sanjay Joshi - Reef Lighting ~

May 11  Giant Spring Auction ~ 

JUN. 8  James Perrenod, President of Discus R Us  - Discus Keeping Q & A ~ 

NO MEETING JULY & AUGUST

SEPT 14  TBA ~ 
OCT 12  Giant Fall Auction ~ 

NOV 9  TBA ~ 
DEC 14 Holiday Party ~Members, their families & friends• 

HapPy
New Year
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TToby Sanders - aquaristguide.com

What Makes Your 
Freshwater Aquarium Too Acidic

And How To Correct It

What is pH and why does it matter?

Are your fish covered in mucus? Gasping? Or dying? You may have an acidity problem.
It is not always the case that you can see an acidity problem directly with the naked
eye. The water may appear clean, but the pH is too low. 

A low pH level means the water is too acidic. You need to monitor your pH
levels and make adjustments to the environment quickly if you have a low pH. An
unsafe pH level must be corrected to preserve the health of your aquarium. Equally,
a reading that is too high is dangerous.

What makes your aquarium acidic?

What is the pH of a healthy freshwater aquarium?
6.6 to 7.8 pH
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Why is pH important? 
Why do I need to monitor the pH?

What is a healthy pH range? 
Why is it important to the fish?
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How to correct an acidic aquarium?

Toby Sanders

Aquarist Guide
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Lee Van Hyfte - EIAA

Reprinted from FFin Flap June 2017 the publication of 
the Eastern Iowa Aquarium Association

I

Badis ruber

Badis badis

Breeding the Red Badis
Badis ruber
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B. ruber.

Badis badis

Badis ruber
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Mike Hellweg, CFN "(Certifiable Fish Nut)" MAS

Reprinted  from Missouri Aquarium Society’s 
The Darter May/June 2017 Vol. 43, No.3

The Blue Pin Tail Gourami 
Malpulutta kretseri
A C.A.R.E.S. Species

Hiding among the leaf litter on small Sri Lankan streams, and even among the
leaves and plants growing in some family water collection and storage tanks

on the island is the gorgeous, yet little known dwarf gourami - 
Malpulutta kretseri. I've been told local boys collect them and gave them the

name that translates to Blue Pin Tail.

Males are among the most
stunning of freshwater fishes

For many years, this fish
was been rumored to be extinct,
nearly extinct

The fish are remarkably
undemanding for such a rumored
"delicate" fish.
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Males prefer caves, and
females seem to prefer hiding
in plants.

A tank setup is simple.

Pseudosphromenus
cupani P. dayi
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Male

Female

Photo: Chozukan.com
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R E C I P E

INGREDIENTS:
To start a culture, a small amount 
of any of the following ingredients 
should be added to the water.
• A pinch of yeast
• Dried Straw
• Dried lettuce leaves
• Dried grass
• Rabbit pellets (rabbit food - said
to work best) Ask your pet store 
dealer for some rabbit food pellets.
• Banana peels (Half a peel works
fine in a quart jar)

STARTING & MAINTAINING:
To start the culture, add 8 oz. of 
pasteurized 2% milk to the water. 
Place the jar or tank near a window, 
uncovered where it can get sunlight.
60˚ - 70˚ F. Keep pH at 7.0 neutral. 

From 3 to 6 weeks are needed for 
the development of the culture.
A culture should last about a week 
to ten days. To refresh the culture, 
add fresh aged water and either a 
pinch of yeast, dried lettuce leaves 
or a few rabbit pellets. 

FEEDING:
Use a small plastic baster for sucking 
up the infusoria to feed your fry. 
Infusoria will live in the tank until 
eaten. Be aware that too much 
infusoria will deplete the oxygen in 
the tank water depriving the fry of
oxygen they need to live.
Don’t feed more than you think they 
will eat in a couple of hours, or make 
sure you have some mild aeration in 
the nursery tank.

John Todaro - BAS
From the Brooklyn Aquarium Society’s publication 

SCRUMPTIOUS MEALS & LIVE FOOD TREATS Compiled, Edited & Written by John Todaro

Infusoria Live Soup 
Ciliophora
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OO

Joe Graffagnino

Chadwick Moore - NY Post, February 23, 2017 

Inside the fishy world of 
NYC’s aquarium obsessives

Around midnight the auctioneer threw up his hands in dismay.
“Tough crowd!” he shouted. 

“Where are my saltwater people?
Unbelievable!”

Brooklyn Aquarium Society president Steven Matassa 
shows off the saltwater tanks in his Marine Park home. From his
dad down to his grandson, Matassa is part of four generations of
fish fanatics. Photo: Annie Wermiel
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Neil
Patrick Harris, Shaquille O’Neal, Howie Mandel,
Nick Carter, David Hasselhoff Tracy Morgan

Robert Bray.

House of Fins Greenwich, Conn.

Howard Stern

Patrick Donston Absolutely Fish
in Clifton, NJ

Joe Graffagnino has 37 freshwater tanks in his Brooklyn home housing some 200 fish. 
Photo: Annie Wermiel
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Edward Menashy

Steven
Matassa
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Anthony Kroeger - BAS

Sherwood Kenton - Artwork

BREEDING THE BLUE GULARIS
Fundulopanchax ajostedti

The blue gularis is easily one of the most recognized killies. Beautiful
with its gorgeous coloration, extended finnage and resplendent
trident tail. The male is the official emblem of the American Killifish
Association.

Native to West African, Ghana to Cameroon, it grows to
about 41⁄2 to 51⁄2 inches. Breeding blue gularis is not for beginners.
Spawning blue gularis requires patience, but the rewards are great.
Blue gularis are always in demand and sell for high prices in stores.

Here’s how I breed blue gularis...

Sexing:

Conditioning:

Drosophila

Conditioning tanks:

Cryptocorynes
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Water:

Spawning Tank:

Spawning behavior:

Egg care:

The fish form a J to S shape
upon reaching the bottom, the
male pushing the females into
the substrate or partially burying
themselves in the peat. At this
time a few eggs are laid, fertilized
and buried, after which the pair
separate.



18

Care for fry:

The hardest parts of spawning blue gularis
are obtaining sufficient live and frozen foods to
condition them and the waiting time to hatch
the eggs.

But the fish is so beautiful it’s worth both
the challenge and the effort. 

Try some blue gularis, you’ll be glad you
did.

Happy fishkeeping.

TTony
Try 

Hap
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LLee Van Hyfte - EIAA

Reprinted from FinFlap July 2017 The publication of the Eastern Iowa Aquarium Association

Breeding Jewel Killies:
Diapteron georgiae GWW86/2 and cyanostictum Makokou

T

Chris Lotz

Diapteron georgiae GWW86/2



20 

Lee
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AAnthony P. Kroeger - BAS

SURPRISING BREEDING 
EXPERIMENTS WITH

THE BLUENOSE SHINER
Pteronotropis welaka

Admittedly the bluenose shiner -
Pteronotropis welaka is one of our
most beautiful minnows. 

Males displaying in full color are an unforgetable
sight.

Centrarchidae

P. welaka

Herichthys cyanoguttatus.

P. welaka

P. welaka
P. welaka

P. welaka
P. welaka
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P. welaka 

P. welakas

P. welakas

P. welaka

P. welakas
The 3 species

I chose are:
1.
Herichthys cyanoguttatu

P. welakas

2.
Aequidens plucher

3.
Heotilapia multispinosa

P. welaka

P. welakas

P. welaka 

...breeding this
fish is tricky at

best and 
certainly not

easy. Bluenose
spawn cuckoo
style in the

nests of 
sunfish - 

Centrarchidae-
family.
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P. welakas

P. welakas

P. welaka

P. welaka

P. welaka

P. welaka

P. welaka 

P. welaka 

P. welaka

P.
welaka

TTony
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BAP report by Alan Rollings - ACLC
Reprinted from Tank Tails, December 2015L

The offical publication of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County

Brachyrhaphis rhabdophora

A
Brachyrhaphis rhabdophora

Brachyrhaphis rhabdophora 

B. rhabdophora

Brachyrhaphis roseni
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Will White - GAAS 

Reprinted from Tank Topics Nov/Dec 2016
The publication of the Greater Akron Aquarium Society

DIY
Mat Filter Corner Box

H
www.swisstropicals.com

Materials Needed:

The Build

CORNER
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Pictured is one of the boxes used in my main tank setup, a 5ft 120-gallon
in the middle with 44-gallon pentagon corner tanks on either side.
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Classic Platy Varieties
Like swordtails,  they are
hardy, beautiful, easy to keep
and breed and are available
everywhere.

Unfortunately, just like
swordtails, the platy also has
many mutations which are
rarely seen anymore. Keep an
eye open for these rarities:

Bleeding heart

Black platies -

Blue moon platy 

X.maculatus

Red tail blue variatus - 

variatus.

Red tail black variatus - 

Sunset variatus -

AAnthony P. Kroeger - BAS

Xiphophorus maculatus & Xiphophorus variatus
Platies are extremely popular aquarium fish and 

come in practically every color and combination imaginable!

Tony
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T
WWhat is an Arowana?

Osteoglossidae

Katherine Barrington - TFSRI
Reprinted from Tankquilizer February 2017

The publication of the Tropical Fish Society of Rhode Island

Keeping Arowana’s in the
Freshwater Aquarium

The Arowana is a very large but graceful fish that
makes a very interesting freshwater tank inhabitant.
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PPopular Species of Arowana:

1. Asian Arowana Scleropages formosus

2. African Arowana Heterotis niloticus

3. Silver Arowana Osteoglossum bicirrhosum

All Arowanas are mouth-brooders
which means that the parents hold the eggs 

in their mouths after spawning 
until the eggs hatch. 

. 
Osteoglossidae

Arapaimi-
dae
arapaimas pirarucus
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44. Black Arowana Osteoglossum ferreirai

5. Jardini Arowana Scleropages jardini

Tips for Keeping Arowanas 
in the Home Tank:
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Joel Antkowiak - ACLC

Reprinted from Tank Tales November 2011 - Vol. 40 No. 10
The official publication of the Aquarium Club of Lancaster County

Tiger Barbs

T
Puntius tetrazona,

Puntius tetrazona
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ABSOLUTELY FISH’S

They offer a 15% discount on select fish, marine
life & supplies with current BAS membership card.

ABSOLUTELY FISH

1 (973) 365-0200

AQUARIUM VILLAGE

This is a must visit store!
AQUARIUM VILLAGE

(516) 333-0682 • www.nyAquariumVillage.com
Mon - Sat 11-9 • Sun 11-6

CARIBSEA -

WWW.CARIBSEA.COM 

AMAZONAS

Only $29 for 6 issues 
CORAL

$37 for 6 information packed issue

WWW.AMAZONASMAGAZINE.COM 

MONSTER AQUARIUMS, INC

They offer
BAS members 10% discount on all in store items

. 
MONSTER AQUARIUMS Inc.

347.732.0373
MONSTERAQUARIUMS@HOTMAIL.COM

CENTRAL AQUATICS
Aqueon Coralife

Aqueon It’s all about the fish

Coralife Beyond the basics!

aqueonproducts.com & coralifeproducts.com
1-888-255-4527

GET TO KNOW OUR SPONSORS. 
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PACIFIC AQUARIUM & PET INC.,

BAS members get 10% discount with
current card 

PACIFIC AQUARIUM & PET INC.

1 (212) 995-5895

MANHATTAN AQUARIUMS

BAS members get a 
10% discount with current membership card

MANHATTAN AQUARIUMS

212 594-2272 • 212 594-2271
www.ManhattanAquariums.Com • www.UniqueCorals.Com

ZOOMED AQUARIUM LED HO

WWW.ZOOMED.COM

PARADISE ISLAND AQUARIUM,

They offer a
15% discount on livestock to all BAS members with a
current membership.

PARADISE ISLAND AQUARIUM

(718) - 236-2720

GET TO KNOW OUR SPONSORS 
SHOP OUR SPONSORS FOR ALL YOUR AQUATIC NEEDS

PETLAND DISCOUNTS,

WWW.PETLANDDISCOUNTS.COM.

JOSEPH S. REISMAN & ASSOC.

10% discount

718-332-1040 • 800-518-5251 
www.TAXHELP1040.COM

DISCUSGUY.COM

unbeatable
prices on discus fish

WWW.DISCUSGUY.COM
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PACIFIC AQUARIUM &
PET INC.

Close to the F, B, D, & 6 Subway lines
Visa, MC, Discover Card, AmEx

10% Discount to 
BAS members with 

current membership card

WWW.PACIFICNYC.COM

Specializing in exotic marine fish,
freshwater fish, goldfish & koi &

freshwater aquatic plants.
Complete line of aquarium 

supplies. Custom size tanks &
maintenance available.

46 DELANCEY ST., NY, NY 10002
Ph: (212) 995.5695

Open 7 days a week & all holidays 
10 am - 7 pm

The legendary 
freshwater aquarium 

magazine is now in English

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

WWW.AMAZONASMAGAZINE.COM

$29 FOR ONE YEAR

$37 FOR ONE YEAR

THE REEF & MARINE 
AQUARIUM MAGAZINE 

www.ManhattanAquarium.Com
www.UniqueCorals.Com

Phone: 212 594-2272 Ext/5
Fax: 212 594-2271
Cell: 347-782-2407

522 West 37th Street
NYC, NY 10018 

One of the Largest Selections
of Marine Fish & Corals on

the East Coast

10%
D I S C O U N T

F O R  M E M B E R S

OUR SPONSORS SUPPORT US! 
WE MUST SUPPORT THEM!  

TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN 
AQUATICA.
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AA w a r d e d  B e s t A q u a t i c  P e t  R e -
t a i l e r  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  f o r  t h e

y e a r  2 0 1 3  
B y  P e t  P r o d u c t s  N e w s

(973) 365-0200
1080 Route 46 West Clifton, NJ 07013

Open 7 Days a Week
M-F 12AM - 9PM • Sat 12AM - 8PM

• Sun 12AM - 5PM
We Honor: Visa, Master Card, Discover,

American Express, MAC

Freshwater Fish;
Over 120 tanks filled with common & hard to find

tropical, catfish & cichlids.
Specialized aquatic plant systems. 

High-tech reef & filtration equipment. 
Larger selection of live rock & live sand. 

More invertebrates; 
Over 2,000 gals of coral-reef exhibits. 
Over 4,000 galsof rare & unusual marine fish

Expert Staff in marine science & aquarium
husbandry ready to answer questions
Custom aquariums & cabinetry available.

BAS MEMBERS GET
A 15% DISCOUNT

516 333-0682

AQUARIUM VILLAGE
461 Old Country Road

Westbury, NY11590

info@nyaquariumvillage.com

A complete range of exotic fish; freshwater, saltwater, and corals.
4 to 5 shipments per week for the widest selection of great prices.
Also a wide range of aquaruim equipment. A well-trained staff 
provides the highest customer service for your aquarium needs.

• 6,000 Gal. of well stocked tanks. Saltwater a specialty.
• 1,000 frags of coral, plus 2 tons of live rock and 

a 44 cubic ft freezer of frozen foods
• A wide assortment of tropical fish, goldfish, koi and plants. 

• Rare and unusual invertebrates.
SERVICES: Installion of entire systems.
• Aquarium maintance. • Expert help on tank
size, equipment, installation and logistics.

LONG ISLAND’S AQUARIUM

Store hours: Mon-Sat 11-9 • Sun 11-6

THE BEST THING TO HAPPEN TO 
AQUARIUMS SINCE WATER

Fishkeeping is more fun when you succeed, and 
nobody has helped more aquarists succeed than 

Tropical Fish Hobbyist Magazine!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
tfhmagazine.com/subscriptions 1-888-859-9034

Buy 6 issues, get 3 free Promo Code: VIP

OUR SPONSORS SUPPORT US! 
WE MUST SUPPORT THEM!  

TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN 
AQUATICA.

Developed by true aquatic hobbyists and 
focused on products that will make your life eas-

ier when keeping an aquarium. 

All-inclusive aquariums and a complete
range of lighting and equipment

that meet the needs of advanced hobbyists.

aqueonproducts.com

coralifeproducts.com

1-888-255-4527Mon - Fri 11am - 8pm
Sat 11am - 8pm • Sun 12pm - 8pm

718 236-2720

1708 Bath Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11214

Paradise Island
Aquarium

Offering saltwater fish, and corals. African 
cichlids, freshwater plants, freshwater fish and
freshwater shrimps. They have terrariums with
dart frogs, and live fruit flies (for fish and

amphibians). They also have a shop to 
customize tanks, sumps, refugiums, and do tank

maintenance and setups. 
Discount on livestock for
current BAS members15%
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OUR SPONSORS SUPPORT US! 
WE MUST SUPPORT THEM!  

TELL THEM YOU SAW THEIR AD IN 
AQUATICA.

Reef Nutrition’s advanced fish feeds not
only include natural, color-enhancing 
ingredients, they provide the highest 
quality nutrition and the least waste, 

resulting in a cleaner tank.
Our high quality feeds are made using 
proprietary processes developed by our

parent company, Reed Mariculture, a world
leader in the development of algae - 

and zooplankton-based feeds.
Reef Nutrition – We Feed Your Reef

See your fave LFS for Reef Nutrition
products with the purest & 

most natural feeds on the market.
For more information, go to

www.reefnutrition.com

PETLAND
DISCOUNTS

OVER 47 YEARS OF SERVICE
•

OPEN 7 DAYS
•

See our listing in the 
white business pages

or online
www.petlanddiscounts.com

LOCATIONS:
New York. New Jersey

& Connecticut

Trusted by hobbyist and 
professionals alike, since 1972

CaribSea, Inc.
P.O. Box 13359, Fort Pierce, FL 34979

1-772-461-1113

We have 280 products
to help make you a 

better aquarist!

Questions about our products? 
Feel free to contact us via our web site. 
www.caribsea.com

Monster Aquariums
131-08 40th Road
Flushing, NY 11354
347.732.0373

monsteraquariums@hotmail .com

10% Discount for BAS members on all non-promo items
.

Does not apply to special orders

Specializing in exotic freshwater fish,
plants & special orders plus a full range of

dry goods & fish foods. 
Filter repairs, set ups & 

tank maintenance.
(freshwater only)

Open 7 days • 10 am-8 pm for all your aquarium needs.

JOSEPH S. REISMAN & ASSOC.

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
•  Aquarium Societies
• Aquarium Hobbyists

• Aquarium Retail  Suppliers
• Aquarium Wholesale Suppliers

Tel: 718-332-1040  
Fax: 800-518-5251

www.TAXHELP1040.com
10% discount to 

Brooklyn Aquarium Society members
with, valid membership card WWW.ZOOMED.COM

STATE of the ART
MODULAR LED

AQUARIUM FIXTURES
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Membership & Renewal Application Brooklyn Aquarium Society

NAME___________________________OCCUPATION_________________

ADDRESS_________________CITY_______________STATE____ZIP_____
_

PHONE (DAY) _______________(EVE)______________(FAX)______________

E-mail Address__________________________________________________
TYPE & LENGTH of MEMBERSHIP:   (CHECK ONE)
INDIVIDUAL FAMILY               [   ] $15 STUDENT 1YEAR

(UNDER 18 YEARS)

*If family membership, please list all family members. Only first two listed will have voting rights.

1_______________________  2____________________  3________________________

4_______________________  5____________________  6________________________
Number of tanks [    ]  marine [   ]  freshwater [   ]  Do you breed fish? 

[yes]  [no]
If yes, what types do you breed:_________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________________

Special interest (if any)___________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
How did you hear about BAS  
other_______________________

To volunteer check [yes]   [no] A board member will contact you if you check yes.

Mail This Form And Your Check Payable to Brooklyn Aquarium Society to
BROOKLYN AQUARIUM SOCIETY, ATT: MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON

P.O. BOX 290610, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11229-0011

On occasion, the Brooklyn Aquarium Society uses its mailing list to send notices of interest to our mem-
bers.
If you DO NOT wish to receive these mailings please check here

Official use 

Member number:________  Type of membership   [F]   [I]   [S]  Date
paid:_________________  Board approved date ___________
Amount paid:___________  Renewal/member since__________

$20 $36 $51 $68 $25 $45 $63 $85

WWW .BROOKLYNAQUARIUMSOCIETY.ORG

BECOME AN EDUCATED AQUARIST JOIN
THE BROOKLYN AQUARIUM SOCIETY


